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The brown-shingled Willard Griffin House and Carriage House were built 
in 1901 by Willard M. Griffin, a shipbuilder from Maine. He bad purchased 
98 acres of the beautiful rolling hill land from Daniel T. Ames at the 
turn of the centLiry.

According to architectural historian, Richard Longstreth, "The Griffin 
house is a fine example of domestic design of the early twentieth century 
and every effort should be made to preserve it. The exterior represents 
a very Interesting combination of forms found on Craftsman houses of the 
period and the steep pitch roof and tall, thin dormers characteristic 
of George W. Maher's (Chicago)nearly work. I have seen many houses of 
its period in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties and consider this to 
be one of the most Interesting. The fact that the exterior has 
experienced almost no alterations and that the main rooms retain much of 
their original finish make it the more desirable for preseinFation purposes. 
To demolish the house would certainly prove to be a great cultural embarass- 
ment for the community in years hence,"

This beautiful home today remains the same in its outward appearance but 
the inside has been miserably mistreated.

The carriage house, in its early days, housed six work horses, stalls for 
two cows and the carriage, as well as a workshop and upper loft. Today 
the building serves as the foothill Fire Department.

The property was purchased by the Foothill Community College District in 
1959. The Willard Griffin House and Carriage House are now a part of 
that college campus. They were retained on the original site; these 
structures of another age and another style of architectural design and 
construction materials le.id a pleasant contrast to the newer structures 
of the Foothill College campus.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Willard Griffin house and carriage house are structures of a bygone era. 
Built in 1901 by Willard M, Griffin, a shipbuilder from Maine, they were 
part of a large, private 98 acre estate in the rolling hill land of north­
western Santa Glara County.

According to noted architectural historian Joseph A. Baird, Jr., "The Griffin 
house was at its time one of the most interesting combinations of architectural 
form of the ]ate 19th and early 20th Century. Like the houses in England 
of Charles Voysey and a few rare houses in California by one of the Greene 
Brothers, it shows the still powerful impulse to sharp vertical forms of 
the medieval revivals of the 19th Century combined with progressive interests 
in window forms—the whole clothed in a subtle covering of shingles....It 
is a very fine example of Shingle- Modern with period overtones; aside from 
that it is a very handsome house."

When Griffin's sons, Charles W. and Andrew G., were approaching manhood he 
decided that he should have another house for one of them. Therefore the 
lovely grey and white flat roofed home, nestled between the large oak trees 
near the tennis courts, was built in 1906. He proceeded to "flip a coin" 
to see which son would be given the newer home. Andrew, the present 
Willard Griffin's uncle, won the "toss". (This home was demolished by the 
college in 1970).

It was at this time that Griffin brought three or four Japanese artisans 
from Japan to landscape and maintain the gardens throughout the estate.
They designed and built the Japanese tea house, arched bridge and other 
garden structures in and around the pond or lake about 1906. This was 
where they came to worship and drink their tea, as was their custom, 
before retiring.

The elder Willard Griffin passed away in 1913 and the estate went to hla 
widow and two sons. During this era the gently rolling hillsides were 
often dotted with tray upon tray of drying fruit which was grown on 
the land. In 1916, after operating under the name of Griffin & Skelly,
Charles and Andrew and four other companies consolidated to form the 
California Fruit Canners Association, which later became the California 
Packing Corporation, now the present Del Monte Corporation.
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Willard, the son of. Charles W., named for his grandfather, married In 1921 
and left the area. After an absence of about 16 years and upon hearing 
that the family desired to sell the "family homestead", he returned and 
bought the 100 + acres In the year 1936, In reminiscing, he states that 
the tea-garden and pond area was a "magnificent and wonderful part of the 
estate", lie recalls the many days spent there with his cousins "boating 
and playing" at the age of four or five.

The eight or ten beautiful oak trees still remaining around the pond have 
large circles of black around the upper trunks. Mr. Griffin explained that 
they are the remaining evidence of "tanglefoot" or flypaper which he put 
on the trees to keep the caterpillars from crawling back upon them.

Twenty-five acres of the estate was sold to Sidney Treat, the first Mayor 
of Los Altos Hills, who had his entrance on Robleda. The estate Itself 
was later sold to William Cusack who held It for about two years then 
sold It to the Foothill Community College District (1959).

Willard Griffin and his wife retired to Portola Valley where he resides 
today.
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Personal interview with Willard Griffin, Fortola Valley, California, May 
and June, 1970.

Dr. Joseph Armstrong Baird, Jr., written correspondence, June 30, 1975. 
Richard W. Longstreth, written correspondence, July 22, 1975.
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Willard M, Griffin Home
Los Altos, California vicinity

Willard M. Griffin Home
Los Altos, California vicinity
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Photo Credit: Willard Griffin
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Sideview of the house facing northeast
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NAME: Willard Griffin House and Carriage House

LOCATION: Los Altos Hills, Santa Clara County, California

PHOTO REFERENCE:

Photo Credit: H. Lawrence Fava
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Front entrance of the house, facing southeast
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Willard Griffin Carriage House, rear of the building facing northeast
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Correspondence for this property is in the microfiche 

collection.


