





Landmark Evaluation Report Martha Lynn Tank House
[24391] 12889 Viscaino Place, Los Altos Hills, CA

Methodology

This report follows a standard outline for evaluating local historic resources and provides a
summary of the current local historic status, a building description, and historic context for the
Martha Lynn Tank House located within the bounds of the Fremont Hills Country Club. Page &
Turnbull prepared this report using research collected at local repositories, including the Santa Clara
County Office of the Assessor-Recorder, the Town of Los Altos Hills Planning and Community
Development Department, and the Los Altos Library, as well as online sources including
Ancestry.com, the California Digital Newspaper Collection, and Newspapers.com. Key primary
sources consulted and cited in this report include Historic American Building Survey (HABS)
documentation and historical newspapers.

Page & Turnbull staff conducted a site visit to 12889 Viscaino Place on August 5, 2025 to photograph
the structure and its existing conditions. All photographs within this report were taken at that time,
unless otherwise noted.

Summary of Findings

In Page & Turnbull's professional opinion, the Martha Lynn Tank House located on the Fremont Hills
Country Club property at 12889 Viscaino Place is a rare surviving example of an early twentieth-
century tapered-tower overhang type, a once-common but now scarce form of domestic water
infrastructure in Santa Clara County. Constructed in 1906 on the Martha Lynn homestead and later
incorporated into the Shumate Ranch, the structure is directly associated with the region’'s early
twentieth-century agricultural and equestrian heritage and the development patterns that shaped
Los Altos Hills. The tank house continues to convey its historical significance despite the passage of
time and the deterioration of some original materials. Its preserved form, materials, and
craftsmanship embody the functional ingenuity of vernacular builders, while its enduring presence
within an equestrian setting reinforces its contextual link to the rural character of the Town. As such,
the tank house appears to meet the following Town of Los Altos Hills’ criteria for Landmark
designation:

Criterion A: Its character, interest, or value as part of the development of Los Altos Hills,
and/or exemplification of the cultural, educational, economic, agricultural, social or historical
heritage of Los Altos Hills;

»  Criterion C: Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics or an architectural type of
specimen; and

x  Criterion D: Its unique location or singular physical characteristics, whether manmade or
natural, representing an established or familiar visual feature of a neighborhood,
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supporting tower was known as a tank house. Tank houses were often located adjacent to the
kitchen or service yard to reduce the run of pipes necessary to supply water to laundry areas or
indoor washrooms, By enclosing the tank, farmers created a useful, multi-story space for purposes
like storage or living quarters below the tank (Figure 23). Owning a water tank and tank house was a
sign of prosperity, as it was a significant investment for a farm owner.'® The specific design of tank
house varied, and six California domestic tank house subtypes ultimately developed.

The subtype expressed by the Martha Lynn Tank House is the “tapered tower with overhang” tank
subtype. This design is characterized by a tapered vertical tower, the walls of which incline inward as
they rise, and an overhanging tank enclosure that projects outward from the narrower top of the
tower. This unique silhouette gave the structure improved stability and increased the capacity of the
water tank without expanding the ground footprint.

This type of tank house was particularly well-suited for Santa Clara County’s agricultural conditions,
where its tapered design provided enhanced wind resistance and stability in the wide, open terrain
of the Santa Clara Valley. The overhanging tank enclosure allowed for a larger water tank (increased
weight) on a smaller base, a practical consideration for smaller homesteads or properties on
hillsides. These tank houses often utilized local redwood lumber for most of its components,
including the tank itself as well as clapboard siding, for its rot-resistant properties.

'8 Ellen Bowen and Lee Anne Wentz. "Tankhouses & Water Towers," YouTube video, 1:15:00, Presented by the Historical

Society of Santa Rosa, July 20, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thaUBrH_g4s.
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Seabdatiiinh

Figure 31. Map of the Taaffe Partition within Rancho Purisima Concepcion, August 1904. Note the Brubaker and
Shumate parcels in the north-central section of the map. Source: Los Altos Hills: A Colorful History.
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SERGRER AR RN R
Figure 35. New riding ring with tank house at back right, indicated with black arrow, 1958.
Source: Peninsula Times Tribune.

A 10,000 square-foot clubhouse was built by Tanklage Construction Company in 1961 with Palo Alto-
based landscape architect Thomas Sherlock responsible for the site planning and landscape design
elements (Figure 36).22 Two tennis courts were added by 1963 with additional tennis courts and
landscape elements expanded through 1968 (Figure 37 and Figure 38). Despite this surrounding
development, the Martha Lynn Tank House and two of Shumate’s stables remain extant.

Figure 36. Rendering of clubhouse, 1960. Source: Peninsula Tihies Tribune.

8 peninsula Timbes Tribune, "Sherlock named to design Hills club landscaping,” January 21, 1958.

PAGE & TURNBULL 27 October 30, 2025















Landmark Evaluation Report Martha Lynn Tank House
[24391] 12889 Viscaino Place, Los Altos Hills, CA

CRITERION D

The Martha Lynn Tank House is eligible under Los Altos Hills Criterion (d) for its association with its
unigue location and setting. The structure occupies a unique location atop a hill within the Fremont
Hills Country Club’s equestrian grounds, making it a prominent and familiar visual feature in the
area. Its height, distinctive silhouette, and association with the surrounding open space contribute
to its visual status. In combination with nearby historic resources, such as remnants of the Shumate
Ranch stables, the Martha Lynn Tank House's preservation is integral to maintaining the historic
character and layered narrative of the Fremont Hills area.

Moreover, the structure has remained situated at its location of original construction since circa
1906. Its longtime and continued presence on the same parcel preserves the direct physical
connection to its historic period of use as part of the Lynn homestead and later the Shumate Ranch.
Despite surrounding development, the structure’s feeling is that of a bygone era, as its scale, form,
and vernacular character evoke the historic rural setting and functional role of tank houses in early
twentieth-century Santa Clara County agriculture. While the Fremont Hills neighborhood has been
built up since the mid-twentieth century, the Martha Lynn Tank House remains within an open,
equestrian-oriented environment on the Fremont Hills Country Club grounds, reflecting its historical
association with Los Altos Hills’ rural and agricultural history and uses. Therefore, the Martha Lynn
Tank House is eligible under Criterion (d) with a period of significance of 1906 to 1956, during which
time the property is most strongly associated with agrarian activities prior to the Town's
incorporation.

CRITERION K

The Martha Lynn Tank House is not eligible under Los Altos Hills Criterion (e). The “potential of
yielding archaeological information” does not relate to above-ground built resources.

CRITERION F (NATIONAL REGISTER/LANDMARK LISTING)

The Martha Lynn Tank House is not eligible under Los Altos Hills Criterion (f). It is not currently listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, nor is it listed as a Registered State Landmark.

Character-Defining Features and Non-Contributing Features

Since the Martha Lynn Tank House appears to be eligible for listing as a Town of Los Altos Hills
Landmark under several criteria for designation, a list of the structure’s character-defining elements
or features is helpful. Character-defining features are the physical features that convey why a
property is significant and when it was significant. Characteristics can be expressed in terms of form
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